Have you ever been in the presence of someone without facial expression? Very early in my professional career, I had a patient named Fran. She began to suffer from varicella-zoster from the time she was 57 years old. Initially, Fran was diagnosed with and treated for bacterial meningitis. Twenty-three years later, with the development of more specific and sensitive diagnostic techniques, she was accurately diagnosed in the 1990s with an infection caused by the double-stranded DNA Herpesviridae, a condition often referred to as "shingles." Fran's viral infection left her with unilateral facial paralysis; infection of the geniculate ganglion resulted in vesicular eruption of the external ear and oral mucosa, facial palsy of the lower motor neuron type, severe pain in the external auditory canal and pinna, and ipsilateral loss of taste and lacrimation. In human terms, Fran's viral infection left her without her characteristic and charming signature of full facial expression for almost three decades until her death in 1995. This, of course, was chronically frustrating and extremely painful for Fran, especially as she could not react or respond visibly to her family and friends, to others around her and to the various health care professionals who attempted to relieve her relentless facial pain.
For me, this experience brought into question the intriguing relationship between the human face, the facade of the central nervous system and the individual personality. With disease or disorder, a seam is created between our face and our inner self that many of us do not fully appreciate.
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THE IMPAIRMENT OF FACIAL EXPRESSION
People without facial expression are all around us. Many millions of people have compromised facial expression. One in 33 newborn babies is born with disabling structural birth defects-the leading cause of infant death and childhood disability. Most common of these structural birth defects is cleft lip or cleft palate, occurring in one in 550 births. Less common are the babies born with masklike human faces, such as those who have single or multiple congenital cranial nerve palsies. These babies are profoundly challenged, with cranial nerve syndromes involving the third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh paired cranial nerves. The signs and symptoms of these disabling birth defects result from a seam between the human face and the central nervous systemoften, intracranial lesions arising from the floor of the middle cranial fossa. Beyond the well-documented craniofacial syndromes that affect facial expression 2 are millions of people with compromised facial expression resulting from conditions such as autism and Asperger's syndrome, severe depression, herpes zoster, Parkinson's disease and traumatic injuries to the craniofacial musculature. There also are the postsurgical consequences of head and neck cancers, automobile and sports injuries, and violence that all too often involve the craniofacial-oral-dental complex. And many of us are challenged by dentitions and their supporting tissues that require innovations to improve on structure/function relationships and to optimize 
DISEASES AND DISORDERS THAT OPEN A SEAM
BETWEEN THE FACE AND THE SELF
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